
Mn/DOT Travel Demand Modeling Coordinating Committee

Meeting Summary – May 28, 2008 – Arden Hills Training Center
Committee Members Present

Jonette Kreideweis, Mn/DOT TDA

Gene Hicks, Mn/DOT TDA 
Mark Flinner, Mn/DOT TDA – Provided this meeting’s summary
Chu Wei, Mn/DOT TDA 
Jim Henrickson, Mn/DOT Metro District 

Mark Filipi, Metropolitan Council

Jonathan Ehrlich, Metropolitan Council

Bob Paddock, Metropolitan Council

Gerald Liibbe, FHWA

Tom Faella, LaCrosse/LaCrescent Area Planning Council

Steve Ruegg, PB Consultants

Steve Wilson, SRF Consulting

Other Attendees

Robert Sands, Jacobs
Absent

Ron Chicka, Duluth – Superior MPO  

Chris Moates, Mn/DOT District 6 – Rochester 

Dave Then, St. Cloud Area Planning Office 

Jaime Sloboden, SEH Consulting 
Kate Garwood, Anoka County 
Vishnu Garg, Meyer, Mohaddes Associates

Bob Byers, Hennepin County 

John Crawford, URS Corporation
Greg Gaides, Parsons 

Terry Humbert, Mn/DOT District 3 – Brainerd 

Phil Wheeler, Rochester Council of Governments 
Susan Moe, FHWA 

Interstate I-94 and I-29 Operations Study:  Micro-simulation in the Fargo/Moorhead area using VISIMS – Mark Flinner - MNDOT
The presentation described the impetus and goals for the study, and outlined the federal policy points contained in Federal guidance for the preparation of a FHWA Interstate access request.  Conversations in the committee ranged from exploring the reasons why agencies need to use a micro-simulation tool to evaluate or ‘fine-tune’ project proposals, to discussing challenges in identifying critical data and findings as distinct from ‘hidden’ assumptions and variability in input data and modeling conditions.  From a project funding or justification perspective additional questions about whether micro-simulation contributes significantly to the decision making processes for planning, programming and operations, and if the costs associated with doing a good job (refining a regional model if one exists and doing a thorough job using micro-simulation) are justified.  
August’s meeting agenda (discussed later in the meeting) will likely include a focus on federal guidance and policies for micro-simulation, types of involvement by MNDOT and other agencies, and data requirements and limitations relative to questions that need to be answered.
Charting the Travel Demand Modeling and Forecasting Process in Minnesota and Identifying Opportunities Where Additional Guidance or Training Would Be Useful – Gene Hicks - MNDOT
Following the presentation of three activity flow diagrams discussion centered on the need to involve planners and/or traffic forecasters earlier in the project development cycle.  Lead times are typically short especially when attempting to review and analyze complex alternatives.  Involving stakeholders early should increase the chances that designers and other decision makers can evaluate the results more effectively.  
When enhancing the activity flow diagrams and guidance MNDOT should add detail to all activity areas that need further description or activity flow guidance.  One example would be to elaborate on what forecasting tools or methods should be used in which situations.
Incorporating Current Environmental, Demographic, Economic, and Financial Considerations into Travel Demand Modeling Activities – Group Discussion
A discussion ensued around issues relating to gas prices, propensities to travel, long/short term changes in demographics and land use, and forecast growth rate dampening mechanisms.
Jonette Kreideweis distributed material concerning developing TAZ definitions and the CTPP.  TAZs should be nested within 20,000 population and then 65,000 population areas to make best use of data that is subject to disclosure restrictions.  For a CTPP Status Report stay informed at: www.fhwa.dot.gov/ctpp/status.htm. 
For the synthetic 5 year ACS data for TAZs it looks as though means to work categories may be reduced from 10 to 6 and there will be significant reductions in the number of categories for demographics.

Jonathan Ehrlich has been active in efforts to develop a software tool that will allow agencies to identify TAZ areas (similar to TAZ-UP).
Round Robin

· Bob Paddock shared the current strategy guiding the redefinition of TAZ boundaries for the seven county Minneapolis/St. Paul Metropolitan area model.  Key to this effort is the desire to sufficiently model minor and major arterials thus requiring more TAZ areas.  These will need to nest within much larger areas to obtain 2010 journey-to-work related data.  A question has come up about extending this effort to include the “collar counties”.  This summer, all involved agencies will be contacted in order to coordinate the effort.
· Bob Sands suggested that it might be time to consider updating the “Guidelines for the use of the Metro Model for Project Level Forecasts” (originally developed 15-20 years ago).  Discussion indicated strong support for the idea and it was proposed that the current NCITE Travel Forecasting committee chaired by Jonathan Ehrlich consider taking the lead for this initiative. 

· Tom Faella shared early design concepts for the Dresbach bridge and interchange configurations.  He noted that there will need to be considerable modifications made to various facilities on the Minnesota side.

· The topic of Dynasmart-P/DynusT training produced a decision to have a “brown-bag” session with Steve Wilson.  Contact Steve if you are interested.  Dynasmart is being promoted for use by FHWA.  This tool combines (1) dynamic network assignment models, used primarily in conjunction with demand forecasting procedures for planning applications, and (2) traffic simulation models, used primarily for traffic operational studies.  For more details about the software see: http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/crt/lifecycle/dynasmart.cfm .
· Steve Ruegg announced that the NHI modeling course has been updated and includes a test to allow ‘certification’.

Next meeting : August 11, 12 or 13 – Duluth   - Stay tuned

Please give us your thoughts about the next meeting, and thoughts about future topics for future meetings, or case studies you would like to present...  

Thank you.
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Note: These minutes along with the presentations and other information will be posted on our web site at:  http://www.dot.state.mn.us/tda/html/mtdmcc.html
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